
Work Experience at Walters & Cohen Architects

Walters & Cohen is an architectural practice based in Kentish Town, 
London. We are well known for award-winning buildings including 
schools, galleries, houses and a Buddhist retreat centre. Take a look 
at our website www.waltersandcohen.com and see which are your 
favourites.

In 2021, Covid restrictions meant we had to think of a new way to 
provide work experience, and it turned out to be a game changer! Now 
we can offer it to more students than ever. We are offering up to 20 
students from Y11-Y13 the opportunity to join us for work experience 
from Monday 01 - Friday 05 August, 10am-5pm. We can try to be 
flexible for anyone with commitments in those hours – just let us know 
when you apply.

What to expect 
The week will kick off with a walking tour around King’s Cross and 
St Pancras, which will introduce you to some impressive modern and 
historic buildings. We’ll also invite you to see our office. For the rest of 
the week, you will work on a fun design project, learn basic drawing 
skills, learn about our projects and what it means to be an architect. 
This will be conducted online so you don’t have to be local to our office.

A typical day will be
10am - 12pm: briefing from your mentor followed by project time
12pm - 1pm: a lecture on sustainability, how to apply to uni, etc
1pm - 2pm: lunch break
2pm-5pm: more project time

If you are interested, please email mail@waltersandcohen.com and we 
will send you an application form.

We hope to see you here soon!

http://www.waltersandcohen.com


A bit more about us

The practice was founded in 1994 by university friends Cindy Walters 
and Michál Cohen, and currently has 27 members of staff from around 
the world. Our office in Kentish Town is bright and spacious. Desks 
are on the first floor: everyone sits together and there are no separate 
offices, so you often overhear what is going on with other projects. 
Practicing architecture is a team activity and we all help each other; 
sometimes the most useful conversations happen while waiting for the 
kettle to boil. 

Downstairs there is a large meeting room and a small one for meetings 
with clients, consultants and the design team (e.g. structural engineer, 
quantity surveyor, landscape architect). In the main space sits a 
large white table, which is mostly used for in-house design reviews, 
our fortnightly office meeting, and – most importantly – lunch and 
celebrations. We like to eat together and not a week goes by without 
cake for some reason or another.

Top and below right: the office is open plan, bright and spacious
Below left: our party to celebrate the practice’s 25th anniversary



Newnham College, Cambridge: our new building includes student bedrooms, staff offices, a rooftop gym and a café. 
It fits in carefully among the historic neighbouring buildings, and wraps around to create a popular new courtyard.

Balcony with a view to garden Cycle parking

During the design process we asked students for a wish list for their new accommodation

Cafe to study/socialise

A bit more about work experience

We welcome students from schools and universities; many have 
enjoyed their time with us and gone on to study architecture. 

Whatever your level of experience, our aim is to give you a taste of the 
day-to-day working life of a practice. One of the joys of the profession 
is that it welcomes a broad range of skills. So whether you are more 
scientific, technical or arty, you can draw on your talents and make it 
your own.

The biggest piece of advice we can give you is don’t be afraid to ask 
questions, even if they sound silly. We are here to help you understand 
architecture as a career: our staff are friendly and probably wondered 
about the same things at some point in their lives!

Lounge to relax/socialiseWindow with a view BBQ and outdoor seating



Sandringham Primary School, Newham

The library at St Paul’s Boys School: we wanted the library to feel 
academic but not stuffy. Large windows look out to the Thames 
and flood the double-storey space with natural light.

A few of our projects

The community courtyard at Vajrasana Buddhist Retreat Centre is a delightful, calm oasis 
surrounded by bedrooms, a lounge and dining room. The sacred spaces – two meditation courtyards 
and a shrine room – can be glimpsed through a perforated brick wall that connects all the spaces.

Cliff House, Sydney Regent High School, CamdenGallery of Botanical Art, Kew Gardens


